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To the Officers and Men of Hickam Field:

1 wish to extend greetings to all the officers and men stationed at Hickam
Field. The Air Force is proud of you — for your couragecus action under fire
and for your splendid cooperation in the present state of war.

' Though the coming year will undoubtedly be a severe test, I know that
you will respond in the American way, which is fully sufficient for all circum-
stances.

CLARENCE L. TINKER,

Major General, U. 5. Army,
Commanding e




BOMBER

COMMANDER

To the Officers emd Men of Hickam Fisld:

Coming to Hickam Fleld as Commanding General of the Bomber Command gives me a
feeling of pride and pleasure.

In peace time, mmmdnwhpudwitbinymhmuhhhdmdmmm
many heurs of practical experience you have gained a knowledge of our technical re-
mﬂrmhmdmmﬂﬂmmmhmbmoumdmmmmmbmhm
of sports. The reputation which you men have made for this command while participating
in the athletic program has been commendable. December the seventh will never be forgot-
ten. The cool headed way in which you met the occasion, cmd exercised the initlative and
leadership demanded of you is well known to me.

All of us know ‘that there is a tremendous job to be done. No one can predict the future
of events, but we are ready to do our utmost as loyal Americans in' accomplishing cur pur-
pose. This will require a co-operative effort, using our knowledge and equipment. You men
Mymﬂhtﬂhﬂhﬂﬂﬂmmﬂmmmbﬁm

the

vaumhﬁmwhﬂuﬁdﬂwmdhhmwhomm&tﬁmm

vthmk.W“ﬂ:mrthmhhoﬂemum nie opportunity to express my ob-
convictons.

I

WILLIS H. HALE, :
Brigadier General, US.A.,
Commanding. .
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THE MEN ON THE LINE &

It takes a good pilot to fly a modem wearplane. But
it also takes several men, just as good in their own line,
to keep that plane flying. That's where the mechdnics
of the United States Air Corps shine out in a class by
themselves. g

"None betier in any air corps in any countryl”, is
the phrase that has been used most often to describe these
men, and every day, in all four corners of the earth,
American mechanics are living up to this reputation.

-

;;!m B\ L In the months preceding the ctiack on Hickam Fleld,

— - hundmd;oimoch:nk:nwmh'utmdin&m.&lrcﬂps
Technical School located on the post. They were given
muppmvadarmymmhzmachuniumzdthmupomd
to the actualities by working as actual members of main-
hnmcamdmmbutmmdﬂmpmﬂmsmrmmu.
Thhmhmhnqmdwmﬂcalttﬂnhthmﬂnqiuwh
now, as flying schedules have been doubled many times,
and more and more airplanes are dally sent aloft,

Thaui:mmuchmiclnqﬁmnﬂmmhtu:tmy
place on Hickam Field. In gray-green coveralls, smeared
with grease from an airplane engine, he com be found all
hours of the day and night wherever there are planes to
fly.



THE MEN ON THE LINE (Cont.) ®

Heading the mechanics of the Air Corps is the squad-
ron line chief. Under him is a crew chief for every air-
plans in the squadron, and the next step down the eche-
lon, you find the mean who does the work. These men
eat, sleep, and live with their airplanes, emd an excursion
across the mat is just like a trip to town. When one ship
is flying, the combat crew flys with it, and the remaining
ground crew members are often times shifted to another
ship where they work until their own particular ship
comes down. Then, the endless circle of work starts all
over again. :

The soldier mechanics are entrusted with all but
the most major repairs of the airplemes and their engines.
Periodical inspections, daily check-ups, engine changes.
and memy other importont duties fall their lot, and to do
this work well, as it is done in the Army Air Corps ot
Hickam Field, is no small job.

- Atr mechanics, as they gaoin more and more ex-
perience in aircraft work, are advanced to aerial en-
gineers, crew chiefs, cnd many other positions which
entall more and more responsibility. As they go up the
ladder, their pay and rating is advenced accordingly.

In’ truth, these are the men who really exemplify the
slogam, "Keep 'em Flyingl” !

# . Between The 'Tﬂ




AMORERS

The primary purpose of a bombardment airplone is
to fly to an objective, drop its bomb load, and return safe-
ly o its base, That is the main recson that this type of
plane has been designed with an eye towards bomb load
and range, rather than memeuverability, and fighting
power. However, that one little qualification, "o return
safely to its base” makes some armament necessary.

Bombardment planes, due to their necessarily slow-
er speeds, are often the targets of fighter planes, and as
protection against these atlacks, we offer the aerial qunner.
He mans the high powered machine guns in the bombard-
ment planes, sometimes ground strafing, bul most often
as a defensive weapon against attacking aircraft.

For the Air Corps soldier, there is more to aerial qun-
nery than meets the eye. In addition to being able to shoot
a plane off his tail at two hundred yards, he must have
a complete working knowledge of his weapons. On the
ground, he is charged with their repair, maintenance, and
loading. Newly developed turrets and sights have mado
hiz job surer, but more complicated, and the Alr Corps
armament man must keep up with all the latest develop-
ments.

Aerial mochine guns are not the only plece of squip-
ment with which the armorer has to contend. Bomb racks,
bomb loading and fusing, tow torget reels, are but few
of the things that in the daily patrols, must be checked by
the “mcn behind the guns.”



Key Man

RADIO TR

L

Hickam's bombers must” when they are far over
the Peacific on patrol, keep in constant contact with the
bmumnhm.wﬁthmvulvmhbnluwﬂmm.mdmm
other ships in their patrol. The maintaining of this liason
between the for¢es falls the lot of the radio mon. He is a
flying member of each combat crew, and one of the most
vital cogs in the air corps machinery.

Most of the radic men of Hickam Field were schooled
in the radio classes held at Wheeler Field for some years
before the out break of the war, while still others wera
sither troined in schools on the coast, or have guined a
practical education in their field.

"Besides the flying radic men, there are many others
on the ground who perform duties just as important. Every
squadron has a radio shack in their hengor, and here the
“dit-dah” bugs gather to do their daily chores.-

All the radic equipment in the flying fortresses must
receive daily affention to see that it is in perfect order.
Rnpuhtmmudtcdinthtlhlpmdomﬁommhﬂ
urifﬂlsa!ohﬂmtwﬂlmuh-umunbunfdafnthe
part 18 replaced with another and the repaifs finished in
the shack while the ship is flying.

In their off duty hours, the radio men spend a “bus-
mon's holiday” with their practice sets. They pair ofi,
mm&mmmwmmh
be a qualified operator, and an air corps soldier must
be able to send and receive sixteen words per minute.
On thelr practice sets, one soldier sends while the other
receives, mmm%qﬁvﬁmbaﬂnnhnﬁ
ends of the line. ~

h‘ Besides these repair men on the ground, all the
. control tower operators must be qualified radio men, able

to give wireless instructions cnd-govern the traffic above
i the field. e

L1




THE SOLDIERS' HOME AT HICKAM @

One of the most familiar lemdmarks of Hickam Field
is the mult-winged Air Corps barracks that houses o
large proportion of the post personnel. When these bar-
rected that, in addition to being the largest barracks in ths
ed that, in addition to being the largest barracks in the
Alr Corps, they must also be the most complete. Every-
thing for the convenience of the soldiers must be incor-
porated in this structure that would fulfill its part in making
Hickam Fisld the most modern Alr Base of any in the
nation.

When completed, these barracks filled every speci-
fication noted, and many more besides.

Included within the nine wings was a mess hdll,
sufficiently large to accommodate all the occupants of the
barracks. To give you a picture of the size of this ocne room,
it has sufficlent floor space to easily accommodate six res

Also included in the soldier's home at Hickam were
barber shops, tailor shops, o medical dispensary, a branch
Post Exchange, and a recreation room for every squadren
which it housed. Sleeping quarters were divided into bays
with four bays in every wing. Each wing was occupled by
one of more separaie organizations, and in the lower floors
were also the administrative offices of these squadrons



THE SOLDIER'S HOME (Cont.) ®

. Construction of the Hickam Fleld barrocks staried
in 1938, shortly after the War Department approved the
selection of the site of Hickam Field. Temporary wooden
gtructures were erected to house the advance units of
Hickam's complement, but in Jomuary, 1940, the first
squadron moved into its new home. After that time, or-
gamizations moved in as rapidly as each wing was com-
pleted. 5 e

In August of 1840, the mess hall was opened for
the first ime, accommodating some 3000 men for the firat
-maal.

Even before the barracks were finally announced
complete; every wing was occupied, and when the con-
gtructora turned the building over to the army in January
of 1941, it was praised as one of the finest in the world.

Even scarred by bomb fragments as it is today, the
Hickom Fleld barracks is still an impressive sight. Since
its construction, iihmnmyﬁmﬂpmv‘dihwwhmd
mhombpmdmimcummadmmrﬂmm]-ﬂy

With its white streamlined construction, and impres-
mmmmmdn ithmoﬂmbamdﬁhb-dﬂ:h
Hhkumﬂohl—und&rihsmmtnihchﬁmn."

. Gateway



Col. W. E. Farthing

BASE COMMAND ®

Shortly after the outbreak of the-war; Hickam Field,
ond the higher headquartars of the Air Corps on Oaghu
entered their program of ceniralization with even more
vigor than they had in the daye of preparation before De-
cember 7. One outtgrdwth of this program was the for-
mation of the Base Command Headquarters.

For the Commanding Officer of this essential organi-
zation, the Alr Force Commander selected one of the most
capable Air Corps Colonels on the island, William E.
Farthing. At the time of his appecintment as the Base Com-
mand CO, Col. Farthing was Commanding Officer of Hic-
kam Fleld. His record of service on the island is known
to a great many men, and he is admired and respected
by officers and men alike. In his first tour of duty in Bomb-
erland, he was greup Commander, and from there he wos
aasigned to Bellows Field a= CO of the windward post.
After a period of hectic building thers, he was commend-
ed for a job well done in the preliminary construction of
this base, and was then returned to Hizkam Flsld as the
Commemdng Officer. He served in this capacity through
the ‘hectic days during and following the Air Raid uniil
he was assigned to his present position.

When Col. Farthing went to Base Command, he took
with him some key officers of the field. Since his job is
easentic]l one of supply, the most important pre-requisile
was to get a staff trained in this work. To head his 54
section, he chose Caplain Tremayne, and such enlisted
personnel o= were necessary for a amooth lunictioning
office. Lt. Dyson, who at the time of the formation of the
Commend was Post Intelligence Officer, was selected to
 head the 5-2 section.

Certain functions of dll the air bases in the Hawaiian
Islands cre under the supervision of Col. Farthing and
his Base Command, comprising one of the most vital cogs
in the Air Corps wheel of the Pacific.

. GHQ

. Draftemait




. I “Hinton

The Files

Message Cenler

Ye Braim Mill

HAF HEADQUARTERS ®

On November 1st 1940, the Hawaiian Air Force came
into being with Major General Frederick L. Martin as its
Commanding General. It immedictely functioned from
its temporary station at Fort Shafter, and slgnified the
advent of a more flexible, larger and more striking Afr
Formﬂumhudhmmkwbaaanuwmi It direcily con-
tmlladmdahu;pedlhainnumuuhhmkmmmﬂso{uﬂ
Air Corps units in the Territory, and fell into siride to meet
the demands of the warclouded future.

Much water passed under the bridge, end on De-
cember 18th 1941, the Air Force Command was assumed
by then Brigadier General Clarence L. Tinker. He arrived
on Hawaiian soil only fo find that his repulation for ei-
ficiency and outstanding results had preceded him. A
short time laler he was appointed o the rank of Major
General and has since guided his command in that capa-
city.

On the 5th day of March of this year, the Hawailen Air
Force was 'appointed the Seventh Air Ferce. The Seventh
Air Foroe now plays its overwhelmingly, important part
in the actuality of today's great conflict. It is the Air Corps
of Howail; the rough and ready men who serve her. It
is the job of our nation's great aircraft plants to “keep ‘em
rolling off the assembly line." In Hawall, today, the Sev-
mmMmenmawiﬁ:memmaﬁurhh
deing the terrific job of “Keep ‘ém Flying."




Under Coniral

POST OPERATIONS ®
KEY NERVE CENTER

Often mistaken for on information bureau (though
unintentionally) Post Operations comes in for a lion's
share of the responsibiliies involving the smocth func-
Hmmwoimﬁrmy.ﬁjrﬁmoimchqmatimMMh
Hickam Field todey.

Under the capable leadership of Captain C. C. Cun-
ningham, this intricate nerve center becomes o mere
duty as simple as the routine dutles of o mess sergeant
upon whom falls the task of feeding hunary scldats; ex-
cepting in the case of Post Operations, it is the duty of
this office to feed the sensitive nerves of the cirways.

FROMPTNESS, ACCURACY and above all SECRE-
CY are todery passwords in this office, made all the more
important because of current affoirs.

In a large measure, a great deal of credit must be
given M. Sgt. M. A. Anderson, chief clerk, who has so
capably trained and orgamized g stalf of clerks, dispaich-
ers, and assistemis; who handle the minute details neces-
sary of this vital installation. ;

Aiding M. Sgt. Anderson in a twenty-lour work
schedule, as assistomt chief clerks, are T. Sgt. Albert B.
Kmlnerfﬁ.sql-ll.R;Tmalwur?dSqLW.C.Mm.

Another importemt (and incidentally charming) cog
in the efficlent work dispaiched by Post Operations par-

gonnel iz Miss Alice Dannas, who in the tydim
l’gupharenlhwamrmﬁﬂlyhdhm ; ¥
»am Field, Rem 1370

Chief Clerk

. pOHTEAN 7
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Careful packing

PARACHUTE SECTION ®

"Safety last” is what they dub the parachute section
in the Air Corpas — if all else fails, and there 18 no chance
of saving the ship — it's "'hit the silk” and save the men.
Planes are valuable, and take time to construct, but human
lives have another type of value, and far more important
than steel and alloy.

Parachute work is cne of the most highly special-
ized phases of the Air Corps. Inspecting, packing, re-
pairing, and testing ‘chutes must be put in 'the honds of
men—and women who are conscientious, and abeove all,
careful of what they are doing. _

Each Air Depot has a parachute section where all the
silk is packed and tested, and each sgquadron has at least
one man in charge of the chutes in the squadron’s ships,
Belore each flight, the squadron silk tender sees that there
are sufficient parachutes in every plane to accommodate
every member of the crew, cnd that these chutes are in
perfect condition. When a plane comes in from patrol,
the squadron chute mean again inspects all the chutes, and
anyone that shows the slightest signs of having a defect is
removed and o good one put in its place.

Defective chutes are sent to the air depot section
where they are either tested by dropping them from planes
with a dead weight or torn down in the packing rooms and
repacked.

All parachutes are given periodic checkings, w
they are turned in by the squadron or not, After they have
remained in the ship for a certain length of time without
use, they are taken on test hops. With a metal weight,
comparable to the weight of a man; they are thrown from
the open door after having the rip chord pulled. On ths
ground, they are gathered up, cleaned and repacked to
go back on the ship.

One of the big reasons that the "Caterpillar club’ has
such a hail and hearty membership today is that very few
needed to repeat the ironic words, "If it dossn't work,
come back cnd get emother onel”

Patrol pilot











































































































































